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for action against the French. On the contrary, Ghulam
Imam Husain Khan pleaded for the greatness of the French
people, their bravery and prowess. He persuaded Nizamu'l-
Mulk to believe that "the English were in great embarrass-
ment in Europe, that it was utterly impossible for them to
spare so many ships for the Indian seas; that how could the
English surrender Madras if they had forty war-ships at
their disposal; and that if they did so in spite of these ships
it does not speak highly of their valour".1

The relations of the French with Nizamu'1-Mulk are
further shown by the documents in the archives of Pondi-
ch&y.2 We give the English translation of some of them
in the following appendices.

APPENDIX A

Firman of Nizdmu'l-Mulk, granting to the French East India Company a terrain
at Masulipatam and permitting the circulation of the Pondichery Pagodas.

THIS FIRMAN is for Monsieur Percher Desoulches, French Captain who belongs
to a nation, known for its generosity of heart and steadfastness in friendship.
Your requests have been brought to my notice and I have understood them.
You remark that your vessels come to this country, laden with gold and silver
and all kinds of merchandise which they disembark at Pondichdry, which is
situated on the same side of the sea as Madras, in the province of Arcot. From
Pondiche"ry these goods are sent to Masulipatam. You further say that you have
established your factory at Masulipatam in accordance with my firman. Since
its establishment the Pagodas of Pondichery, which are of the same quality as
those of Madras, have been minted and circulated. But your Pagodas do not
enjoy the same favour at Masulipatam as those of Madras. Therefore, you have
requested me to order the officers of the Government of Masulipatam to allow
free circulation to the Pondichery Pagodas, just like those of Madras. You have
also requested me to issue an order to Aly Davous Kan (Dost *Ali Khan) Nawab
of Arcot, to give you the permission of minting Rupees also just as you have been
allowed to mint Pagodas.

You further state that the English and the Dutch have their terrains in the
neighbourhood of Masulipatam where they have built up their village and
gardens; but the French are not yet accorded this favour. You request me to
assign you four canis of land. I consider your request to be reasonable. I, there-
fore, grant your request and accord you the means of extending your commerce
at Masulipatam. In consequence, I give four canis of terrain, where you might

1Nazelle, op. dt.9 p. 280.
2 See Lettres et Conoentions.